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Linguistic Dichotomies: A Comparative Study

Abstract

This study aims at uncovering the similarities and differences between the linguistic
dichotomies familiarized by contemporary linguists. The study tackles the principal
linguistic dichotomies and tries to show how linguists apply them to linguistic studies. It
focuses on the similarities and differences between these linguistic dichotomies and
discusses famous linguists’ views on them. This study includes the following sections:
introduction; Chomsky’s view about language; competence and performance; the
relationship between Chomsky’s competence/performance and De Saussure’s
langue/parole; the relationship between competence/performance and surface/deep
structures; and results with conclusions .

Keywords: dichotomies, langue, parole, competence, performance.
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