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Abstract

This research presents a new reading of proverbs, according to a vision that is nowadays considered as
one of the judicious theoretical visions in analyzing phenomena, namely: the cognitive vision. It is based
on the principle of understanding the mechanics of how mind works in general and how language func-
tions in particular, as it is the basis for understanding human phenomena. Relaying on these principles,
we chose this vision to study proverbs as they are a central literary phenomenon in all cultures, notably
in our Arabic culture. We selected a collection of ancient Arab proverbs in view of revealing their func-
tioning mechanisms, the knowledge they provide and the pragmatics they embody, drawing on the theory
of relevance, and using its judicious procedures and concepts especially: physical representations, mental
representations.

Key words: proverbs, relevance theory, physical representations, mental representations, causal chains,
contextual implications.
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