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Abstract

This article aims to study the provisions of criminal liability (substantive and procedural) for the crime of exposing
others to the risk of infection with the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The inductive analytical approach was used, in
addition to the comparative approach in sometimes. This study has concluded with a number of results, the most
important of which are the legislator’s position on criminalization and punishment under defense orders is critical,
This is evident from the unstable punitive legislative policy since the beginning of the pandemic and from the
prime minister’s obstruction of an enforceable law that could have been relied upon to confront the pandemic,
which is the Public Health Law. The study also proved that there are deficiencies on the part of the legislator in
many aspects, the most important of which is that he made all these crimes a misdemeanor crime, although he
left the judicial police with the power to approve the penalty and collect the fines before trial. Where the arrested
was allowed to accept to pay the fine in exchange for stopping the prosecution and not being tried, which puts the
individual in front of two options (paying silently or bearing the difficulties of arrest and trial).

Keywords: General provisions, Crimes of danger, Exceptional law, Emergency circumstances, Jordanian defense
law, Public health law, Risk of infection.
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